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Rename

Helpful Reminders

• Rename your Zoom screen,  
with your name and 
organization



Unmute

Helpful Reminders

• You are all on mute
please unmute to talk

• If joining by telephone 
audio only, *6 to mute 
and unmute 



Chat Box

Helpful Reminders

• Please type your full 
name and 
organization into the 
chat box

• Use the chat function 
to speak with IT or 
ask questions



• Bi-Weekly 1 hour tele-ECHO Clinics

• Every tele-ECHO clinic includes a 30 minute didactic presentation followed by case 

discussions

• Didactic presentations are developed and delivered by inter-professional experts 

• Website Link: www.vcuhealth.org/echo

VCU Opioid Addiction ECHO Clinics 

https://www.vcuhealth.org/echo


VCU Team

Clinical Director Gerard Moeller, MD

Administrative Medical Director 
ECHO Hub

Vimal Mishra, MD, MMCi

Clinical Experts

Didactic Presentation

Program Manager

Acute Telehealth Manager

IT Support

Lori Keyser-Marcus, PhD
Courtney Holmes, PhD
Albert Arias, MD
Salim Zulfiqar, MD
Megan Lemay, MD
Katie Adams, PharmD

Olivia Norman, JD

Bhakti Dave, MPH

Tamera Barnes, MD

Vladimir Lavrentyev, MBA

Hub and Participant Introductions

• Name

• Organization

Reminder: Mute and Unmute screen to 
talk

*6 for phone audio 

Use chat function for Introduction 



What to Expect

I. Didactic Presentation
I. Olivia Norman, JD

II. Case presentations
I. Case 1

I. Case summary 
II. Clarifying questions 
III. Recommendations 

III. Closing and questions

Lets get started!
Didactic Presentation



Latest Trends in 
Illegal Substances
Olivia Norman Emerson

Assistant United States Attorney



Biggest 
Threats

• Counterfeit pharmaceuticals 

• Counterfeit Illicit Drugs

• Mass produced Illicit Fentanyl and 
Methamphetamine from Mexico

• Dark Web purchases of illegal substances 
from China



Counterfeit 
Pharmaceuticals 



Illicit Fentanyl 
Found in 
Counterfeit 
Oxycodone



Pure 
Methamphetamine 
Found in Counterfeit 
Adderall



Clonazolam found in 
counterfeit Xanax



Counterfeit 
Illicit Drugs



Fentanyl being 
sold as Heroin



MDMA/Ecstasy actually 
pure Methamphetamine



Meth 2.0 • For years Meth was made with ephedrine

• Crack down on ephedrine sales in the US 
drove the producers to Mexico

• Recent crack down on ephedrine in Mexico 
caused the cartels to change methods of 
creating meth

• Meth is now created using readily available 
industrial chemicals

• New method has resulted in drastically 
higher production and reduced cost (80%)



Effects of the 
new Meth

• Serious paranoia

• Rapid onset cerebral decomposition 
that lasts long after cessation of use

• rapid onset of schizophrenia, rapid 
onset of hallucinations

• All anecdotal; no research to confirm

• Suspected to be the core of the 
homeless/tent camp problem 
throughout the country



Overdoses in Virginia



Benzodiazepines

• Rate of overdose death has 
slowly decreased since 2007

• Most overdoses also involve 
other substances

• In 2020, over 65 percent of 
overdoses involved fentanyl

• Counterfeit benzodiazepines 
from China and the Dark Web 
have been found to contain 
Flualprazolam, Clonazolam, 
and/or fentanyl



Cocaine

• Rate of overdose death has been 
slowly increasing since 2013

• In 2020, nearly 82 percent of 
cocaine deaths also included 
fentanyl

• Fatal cocaine overdoses 
increased by 33.2 percent from 
2019 to 2020

• 2021 rate will likely be at least a 
23 percent increase over 2020.



Fentanyl

• Rate of overdose death has sharply 
increased since 2012

• Since 2016, the majority of fentanyl 
deaths were due to illicitly produced 
fentanyl and fentanyl analogues

• In 2020, there were 1,659 fentanyl 
overdose deaths in Virginia, which was a 
72.1 percent increase in overdose deaths 
compared to 2019.  

• The predicted number of fentanyl 
overdose deaths in Virginia for 2021 is 
2,042.



Methamphetamine

• From 2007 to 2014, overdoses 
were fairly uncommon

• The number of overdoses began 
to increase in 2014

• There was a 96 percent increase 
in meth overdose deaths in 2020 
compared to 2019

• The rate of overdose death in 
2021 is predicted to be71 
percent higher than in 2020.



Resources
• Virginia Department of Health, Office 

of the Chief Medical Examiner, Fatal 
Drug Overdose Quarterly Report, 3rd

Quarter 2021, January 2022

• Sam Quinones on Meth, Fentanyl, and 
the Least of Us, EconTalk



Disclosures

Olivia Norman, JD has no financial conflicts of interest to disclose. 

There is no commercial or in-kind support for this activity. 



Questions?



Case Presentation #1
Dusty Behner, NP

• 12:35-12:55 [20 min]
• 5 min: Presentation

• 2 min: Clarifying questions- Spokes

• 2 min: Clarifying questions – Hub

• 2 min:  Recommendations – Spokes

• 2 min:  Recommendations – Hub

• 5 min:  Summary - Hub

Reminder: Mute and Unmute to talk
*6 for phone audio 
Use chat function for questions 



Main Question

Demographic Information

Background Information



Previous Interventions

Other Relevant Information

Reminder: Main Question



Case Studies

• Case studies 
• Submit: www.vcuhealth.org/echo

• Receive feedback from participants and content experts 

• Earn $100 for presenting 

http://www.vcuhealth.org/echo




Claim Your CME and Provide Feedback

• www.vcuhealth.org/echo

• To claim CME credit for today's session
• Feedback

• Overall feedback related to session content and 
flow?

• Ideas for guest speakers?

http://www.vcuhealth.org/echo


Access Your Evaluation and Claim Your CME



Access Your Evaluation and Claim Your CME



Access Your Evaluation and Claim Your CME

• www.vcuhealth.org/echo

• To view previously recorded clinics and claim credit

http://www.vcuhealth.org/echo


Access Your Evaluation and Claim Your CME



VCU Virginia Opioid Addiction TeleECHO Clinics

Bi-Weekly Fridays  - 12-1:30 pm

Mark Your Calendar --- Upcoming Sessions

March 4: Cannabis Induced Psychosis   Dr. Arthur Calloway, MD

March 18: Behavioral Health Therapies for SUD Dr. Sarah Meshberg-
Cohen, PhD

April 1: Buprenorphine Macrodosing Dr. Brandon Wills, MD

Please refer and register at vcuhealth.org/echo

https://www.vcuhealth.org/telehealth/for-providers/education/va-opioid-addiction-echo


THANK YOU!

Reminder: Mute and Unmute to talk
*6 for phone audio 
Use chat function for questions 


